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Project Overview:
Hi, I’m Terence Chapman, the Course Leader for the BA (Hons) Acting course at UCLan.
Along with acting for stage and screen, actors train to be voice actors.
What is voice acting? Well, if you have ever watched an animation; seen adverts on TV or listened to
them on the Internet or radio; played a video game; watched a documentary or listened to an audio
book, there’s a good chance you have been listening to a voice actor. An actor lets potential employers
know what they can do by creating show-reels or voice-reels.
Here is a chance for you to have a go at voice acting by creating your very own voice-reel. If you are
interested in performance or acting, this is a stimulating and fun activity and you don’t need other
actors, a theatre space or any expensive technology or equipment.

What you will need:
• A mobile phone or computer on which you can record your voice.
• A quiet room in which to carry out your recording.

What skills will this project enhance?
• Listening skills.
• Research skills in sourcing appropriate material.
• The ability to communicate clearly and expressively with your voice.
• Good judgment in assessing the qualities of your voice.
• Acting skills – your ability to sight-read well and portray character.
• Self confidence.

Your Brief:
Task: Create a two minute voice-reel.
Start by doing some research. Listen to voice actors' work on animated films, documentaries,
computer games, adverts or audio books. Listen to see how expressive and interesting their voices
are. Ask yourself - why do certain voices suit certain things?
You need to find material that you think suits your own voice. Certain voice qualities are better for
advertising certain things. For example, you wouldn’t use an eighty-year old actor's voice to sell the
latest Billie Eilish release (unless it was intended to be funny)! So, what would your voice be suited to?
Here’s what you need to find:
• 3 or 4 clips from adverts. These could be adverts on the TV, radio or the Internet. Choose clips that
are different from each other, not four adverts all selling similar things. You will have to record them
and then transcribe them (write or type them up) ready for when you want to record your voice-reel.
• One piece of documentary voice-over, for example a documentary on a band or singer. It could be a
documentary about the use of social media or climate change….anything you like! Transcribe them.
• One piece of prose – i.e. a section of a story - perhaps from one of your favorite books. This could
include one or more characters' voices.
When you have sourced your material, get it ready into the correct order. Decide on the order of the
adverts, followed by the documentary voice-over and finally your piece of prose.
You should now have 5 or 6 different bits of material for your voice-reel.
Practise reading the pieces in order and make sure the total time adds up to approximately 2 minutes.
When you are ready, record the pieces in sequence on your phone.
Tips for when you record your voice over:
• You don’t have to memorise the text, just have your scripts organised in front of you when you
record.
• Find a quiet room without a lot of natural echo. Small rooms are better than large rooms and
carpeted rooms better than rooms with hard floors.
• Don’t be too far away from the recording device. This will help reduce the sound of the room's
atmosphere.
• Read with expression in your voice.
• Don’t rush the recording. If you make a mistake go back and record it again.
• If you have access to a computer you can record your voice-reel on an app such as Audacity or
Garage Band, there are lots of free audio recording apps. If you are using an app, you can have more
control over your recordings as you will be able to edit them. However, a basic recording on your
phone is fine.
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