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Project Overview:
Hi, I’m Ian Crook, the Course Leader for BA(Hons) Film Production course at UCLan.
As you undoubtedly know, film making is not usually a solitary activity. Watch the credits of any film and aside
from the cast, you will see an army of creatives, technicians and support teams who work together to bring the
vision to the screen. In the current circumstances, this arrangement is obviously not possible, and most films have
suspended production for the time being. This doesn't mean that we can’t be creative and make movies at home!
At UCLan, we have a strong tradition of encouraging problem solving in our students and we also firmly believe
that you can make great things with little or no budget, but with enthusiasm and creative thinking. That is where
this project comes in.
In 2008 French Auteur Filmmaker, Michel Gondry made 'Be Kind Rewind'. Jack Black and Mos Def star as
friends who accidentally erase all of the tapes in a video library and hatch a plan to reshoot them all themselves.
You can read about it here: www.imdb.com/title/tt0799934/. This 'DIY', low-tech process was christened
'swedeing' and has since gone on to spawn a craze that even has its own film festival (see:
www.swedefest.com/). We want you to create a 'sweded' version of an existing film trailer at home.

What you will need:
• Something to film with (a phone will do).
• A computer or tablet.
• An existing film trailer to 'swede'.
• Pens and paper.
• Craft supplies, junk, glue, paint (whatever you can find around the house).
• Bags of creativity.

What skills will this project enhance?
• Creativity
• Construction
• Analysis
• Camera work
• Editing
• Organisation

Your Brief:
1. Choose a trailer that you are going to swede. It can be as new or as old as you like. It can be a big budget
Hollywood epic or a small-scale independent film. It really does not matter. It just needs to be something you
will enjoy remaking.
2. Watch the trailer carefully, then watch it again a few more times. You really need to know it. Use your pen
and paper to write down or sketch each shot that appears. You might choose to do it like a storyboard. Don’t
worry if you feel you cannot draw, this is only for you to see. What you need to capture is the detail of each
shot. Is it a wide landscape shot or is it a close-up of a character or something in between? Is the camera
looking up, straight out or down? Is the camera fixed, or moving, or shaky? If possible, make a note of how
long the shot is in seconds and minutes, as you are going to try to recreate it as closely as possible.
3. Now you need to get creative!
• How many characters appear in your trailer? Is it a cast of thousands or just one or two?
• Are you going to have to play everyone or can you call upon family (or pets) to join in? If you need an army,
what can you use instead (Lego, toys, etc.)?
• What costumes are you going to need and how can you make them up from things in people’s wardrobes?
• What locations do you need? Do you have any access to outside? Can you construct places out of furniture
in your house?
• If you need special objects like spaceships or planes or meteors or dinosaurs, can you make them out of
cardboard or modelling clay or other things around your house?
• Can you make special effects like explosions or laser beams or tsunamis out of paper or card?
• Remember, it does not have to look realistic. The idea is to have fun and the less 'techie', the better!
4. Now you need to grab your camera (or phone) and get filming. Consult your list or storyboard that you
made at step 2. Set up all of the bits and people you need for the first shot. Make sure that you have your
camera in the same position as the shot…and Action!
5. Do this for each shot in your list until you have sweded the whole trailer.
6. Now you need to assemble the shots together into one sequence. If you have filmed this on your phone
you may have an editing app already installed. Alternatively, you may have something like Windows Movie
Maker or Apple iMovie on a computer. There are also a number of good online video editors available free of
charge such as the excellent ClipChamp: https://clipchamp.com/.
7. Once you have edited your sweded trailer, show your friends and family and sit back as they are inspired
by the creativity you have shown.
8. It would also be great if you uploaded it to Youtube and tagged it #UCLanSwede so we can see them and
try to collate as many of them together as we can.
That's a wrap!

UCLan courses linked to this project:

eliaison@uclan.ac.uk
01772 892400

BA (Hons) Film Production: www.uclan.ac.uk/wp6j
BA (Hons) Television Production: www.uclan.ac.uk/p311

uclan.ac.uk

Why not share your
project via
#TheUCLanExperience

