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Project Overview:
Hi, I'm Steve Lawson, a lecturer on the BA (Hons) Screenwriting with Film, TV and Radio course at UCLan.
The key to every story is unique and memorable characters. Characters need to be intriguing but more
importantly they have to be believable. The more you know about a character the more believable they are.
Like all of us, characters act a certain way because of the life they have lived. How and where they have been
brought up and the things that have happened to them in their past will determine how they feel, act and react
in certain situations. Some examples to think about:
• How may a character who has been brought up in a remote village feel/act/react when arriving in a big city?
• How may a bride or groom who was jilted at the altar feel/act/react towards a new marriage proposal?
• How may someone who nearly drowned on holiday feel/act/react near open water in the future?
It is important to create a backstory for your character, this will help you to predict their feelings and behaviour.
Some tips for creating characters:
• Goals: Main characters need a goal, something they need, something they can’t live without. They may need
to rescue their child from kidnappers. They may want to date their dream partner. They may have to save the
world from a meteorite heading towards Earth! Important: The goal must be extremely difficult to achieve.
• Motivations: We need to believe that the character would risk their life, humiliation, financial ruin, freedom etc.
in pursuit of their goal. For example, I would believe that a parent would risk their life to rescue their child. I
would believe that someone would risk humiliation in pursuit of their dream partner.
• Stakes: There needs to be something at stake should the main character fail to achieve their goal. The higher
the stakes, the more dramatic/funny your story will be.
Are you ready to create your characters?

What you will need:
• Pen/paper or mobile phone

What skills will this project enhance?
• Writing skills.
• Critical thinking.
• Understanding of why people act the way they do.
• Sensitivity and diplomacy, exploring and appreciating cultural differences.

Your Brief:
Task: Create Unique and Memorable Characters.

Choose a character from the gallery above and answer the questions below about them. Answer the
questions as if the character were describing themselves (in the first person). Once you have
completed the questionnaire you should have a good understanding of their personality and how they
would react in certain situations. Write a one-page monologue that accurately portrays your character.
How are they feeling at that moment? What are their hopes and fears? What are their ambitions?What
do they love? What do they hate? Remember: The character is speaking to themselves.
1. Name.
2. Age.
3. Occupation.
4. Describe yourself in 5 words.
5. What would you save from your home if there was a fire?
6. Who is your favourite music artist/band?
7. Describe your perfect evening.
8. What is the first thing you do in the morning?
9. What was your childhood like?
10. What would you spend your last £10 on?
11. What are your ambitions?
12. Who is your perfect partner?
13. Which celebrity or politician do you admire? And why?
14. Have you ever been in love?
15. What is the biggest lie you have told?
16. What is your biggest fear?
17. What do you consider the most important event of your life so far?
18. If you could change one thing from the past, what would it be? Why?
19. What is your weakness?
20. What is your biggest secret?
21. What is your best memory?
22. What is your worst memory?
23. When was the time you were the most frightened?
24. Where do you see yourself in 5 years?

UCLan courses linked to this project:
BA (Hons) Screenwriting with Film, Television, Radio: www.uclan.ac.uk/w810
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